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CIL OF CANADA (NSERC) 


I have just been informed that the 1981-82 NSERC applications 
and brochures will be arriving in this office at the beginning of Septem- 
ber. 


THE BROCHURE AND APPLICATION FORMS WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY 
FORWARDED TO ALL ONE-YEAR GRANT HOLDERS AND TO THOSE 

WHOSE GRANTS ARE EXPIRING THIS YEAR. THE THREE-YEAR GRANT 
HOLDERS WILL ONLY RECEIVE THE BROCHURE. THE REQUEST FOR 
NEXT INSTALMENT WILL BE FORWARDED TO THESE INDIVIDUALS 
DIRECTLY FROM NSERC. 


All new applicants and those who have not received the above forms by 
SEPTEMBER 8, should call this office. 


I have received an advanced copy of the Awards Guide and the 
most significant changes in policy and application procedures are as 
follows: 


Interdisciplinary Research 


The statement on interdisciplinary research has been expanded 
and paragraph 5 now reads in part as follows: 


Interdisciplinary research involves interaction between two 

or more different disciplines in either theoretical or applied 
areas. This interaction may range from the simple communication 
of ideas to the integration of concepts, methodology, data and 

to the organization and coordination of research in a large field. 
At one end of the spectrum, this integration can be done by an 
individual researcher working on a relatively simple problem; at 
the other end, research of an interdisciplinary nature is often 
conducted by persons trained in different fields of knowledge 
(disciplines) with different concepts, methods, data and terms, 
organized into a joint effort on a common problem with continuous 
intercommunication by participants from the different disciplines.... 


Engineering Research 


Following the principles outlined in Council's Five-Year Plan, 
Council developed a series of indicators for assessment of proposals in 
engineering and applied research. Paragraph 6 provides more details and 
a separate leaflet on engineering research is being drafted. 


Eligibility 
The eligibility regulations governing persons who do not have 


a regular academic appointment have been clarified as follows (see para- 
graph 22): 


When authorizing applications from their institutions, university 
officials certify (a) that the applicant is an academic staff mem- 
ber of the university; (b) that the appointment is made in the 
same manner as a regular academic staff appointment; (c) that 

the applicant may undertake independent research, has the time 

to do so and has space and basic facilities to undertake research 
at the university. In the case of applicants who do not hold a 
regular academic staff appointment, a letter from the dean of the 
faculty, explaining how the individual meets the conditions listed 
above, must accompany the application. 


Duration of Grants 


Grant selection committees will be permitted to recommend the 
awarding of two-year grants under special circumstances. However, when- 
ever possible, applicants must submit a three-year budget. 


Co-op Grants 


In an effort to encourage group research and university-industry 
interaction, Council has lifted the university eligibility rule for co- 
investigators on co-op proposals. Industry and government researchers 
will be eligible co-investigators in a co-op proposal. The principal 
applicant must, however, meet the eligibility conditions outlined in 
paragraph 11 of the Awards Guide. Council has also lifted the three- 
year limitation on the support of co-operative projects, so that re- 
searchers terminating a three-year co-op grant may apply for a renewal, 
if necessary (paragraph 25). 


Core Grants 
The definition of core grants reads as follows: 


Core grants are intended to assist in the payment of maintenance 
and operating costs of major research facilities which would not 
otherwise be viable in Canada, and for which it would be unreason- 
able to expect adequate support through users fees, operating 
grants and/or other sources. Normally, such installations would 

be accessible to scientists from several institutions or departments. 
Core grants are not intended to assist in the maintenance of facil- 
ities standard in a discipline and present in many large university 
departments. Core grant funds may be used for the salaries of 
technical and professional staff employed to maintain, develop and 
operate a facility, as well as for other direct costs. 


Applicants in Fields under the Purview of Several Councils 


Last year, researchers who applied for (or received) grants 
from the Medical Research Council or the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council were asked to submit to NSERC an abstract of their 
application to the other Council. This year, such applicants are asked 
to submit not only the abstract, but also the budget section of their 
MRC or SSHRC application (paragraph 37). 


Equipment Grants 


Applicants for equipment grants of more than $25,000 should 
append to their application two quotations, if possible. In addition, 
all applicants should explore the possibility of purchasing equipment 
manufactured in Canada and discuss the availability of Canadian su iers 
in their application (paragraph 59). Council is concerned that only a 
small number of applicants investigated the possibility of "buying 


Canadian" last year and expects all applicants to discuss this question: 
in their 1981-82 applications. 


Purchase of Computers 


In the case of equipment applications for the purchase of re- 
search computers, heads of departments, in their priority letter, will 
have to explain the university policy with respect to computers and in- 
dicate how the purchase of the new equipment is compatible with this 
policy. By endorsing the application, university authorities also con- 
firm that the proposed computer is compatible with university policies 
(paragraph 62). 


Payment of Graduate Students and Postdoctoral Fellows 


As of September 1, 1980, the monthly payment from grants to 
graduate students and postdoctoral fellows will be increased as follows: 


Graduate students (maximum) - $575 
Postdoctoral fellows (minimum) - $1,075 
my as (maximum) - $1,175 


Salaries of Assistants 


Paragraph 89 contains a statement that part-time assistants 
may be paid out of grant funds. This does not represent a change of 
policy, but a clarification of existing regulations. 


Travel Expenses 


Although there are no restrictions on the use of research grant 
funds for travel expenses associated with field trips and attendance at 
conferences, travel expenses to and from the laboratory of sabbatical 
leave are not permitted. Field trips incurred during sabbatical leave 
are, however, allowable expenses (paragraph 106). 


Travel Grants 


The minimum duration of the travel has been decreased from six 
months to three months (paragraph 64). 


Forms 


The forms that will be available from this office are as 
follows: 


Brochure - Awards Guide 1981-82 


Grants (Form No.) 


100(1980) Personal Data OPERATIVG 
101(1980) Application for Researeh Grant 


Grants 


102 (1980) 
105 (1980) 
106 (1980) 


(Form No.) 


Application for Equipment Grant 
Application for Travel Grant 
Application for Conference Grant 


Application for Scientific Publication Grant: 


107(1980) (a) Research Journal 
108(1980) (b) Book or Monograph 
109(1980) Application to participate in the NSERC 


111 (1980) 
115 (1980) 


116 (1980) 


120(1980) 
122 (1980) 


130 (1980) 
131(1980) 


132 (1980) 
133 (1980) 
135 (1980) 


Exchange Programs 

Application for CIDA/NSERC Research Associateship 

Application for International Scientific 
Exchange Award 

Application for International Collaborative 
Research Grant 

Certification of Animal Care 

Certification of Acceptability of Laboratory 
Procedures for Research involving Biohazards 

Acknowledgement of Application 

Procedures for Application: Research 
Grants in Psychology 

Field Codes by Discipline 

Area of Application Codes 

Engineering Research 


Scholarships 


200(1980) Application for an NSERC Scholarship 
or Fellowship 

202(1980) Application for an NSERC Undergraduate 
Summer Research Award 


Please note that FIVE COPIES of all application forms for Operating and 
Equipment Grants in all aréas except Psychology, must be submitted to 
this office. Four copies will be sent directly to NSERC and one copy 
will be retained by this office. In the field of Psychology, a total 
of seven copies should be submitted to this office. 


PLEASE NOTE THAT URO FORM 102 (1979) "NOTIFICATION 

OF RESEARCH GRANT APPLICATION” MUST BE ATTACHED TO 
ALL APPLICATIONS. 

ALL APPLICATION FORMS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS SHOULD 
BE FORWARDED TO THE UNIVERSITY RESEARCH OFFICE (SGW 
CAMPUS, BC-315) NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17. 


E.W.R. STEACIE MEMORIAL FELLOWSHIPS 


E.W.R. Steacie Memorial Fellowships will be awarded for one year, 
but are renewable for an additional year if the Fellow and his university 
request an extension. The eligibility conditions have been modified to 
remove: the restriction with respect to the age of candidates (38 years 
old or less) and replace it by the requirement that candidates must have 
obtained their doctorate ten years or less before the date of nomination. 


Audrey J. Williams, 
University Research Officer. 


